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Foreword

The present book 15 meant for use . Class XI, which 18 the first year after a goneral
education up to Class X At the Higher Sccondary stage (Classes X1 and XII), the
student 1s gaven advanced knowledge m a few subjects of his choice so as to enable him
to pursue higher education, if he wants 1t, or to enlet into some occupation.

The NCERT had entrusted the 1esponsibility of preparing courses and textbooks 1n
history to the History Editotial Board consisting of Professor Satish Chandra (Chair-
man), Professor R. S Shaima, Professor Batun De, Professor Sumit Sarkar, Professor
M G.S. Narayanan, Shat S H. Khan and Shri Arjun Dev (Convener).  The Board had
finalized the courses and prepared a series of textbooks  The NCERT is grateful to the
members of the Board for sparing their valuable time ungrudgingly m developing the
new courses and textbooks m history within the short time that was given to them

This textbook dealing with a historical survey of ancient India was prepared by
Professor R S Sharma and was first published in 1977 The present volume 1s the
first revised edition of the textbook which had been out of stock since carly 1978 The
NCERT 1s grateful to Professor R. 8 Sharma for preparing the origmal as well as the
present revised edition The NCERT 1s also gratelul to many other persons, both
belonging to the NCERT and outside, and organizations for their help and coopera-
tion. Our special thanks are due to Dr. G L Adhya of the NCERT and Km Arun-
dhoti Banerj1 of the Archaeological Survey of India for their help in supervising the
preparation of illustrative materials, to Shr1 A K Ghosh for the drawings and the
maps, and to the Archacological Survey of India for malang available to us photo-
graphs which have been included in this book

Thus volume on Ancient India is the first in the series of textbooks whrch have been
brought out by the NCERT for the Higher Secondary stage. This volume covers
the syllabus in ancient Indian history for the Higher Sccondary stage  Volumes deal-
ing with the syllabusin medieval and modern periods of Indian hustory have also been
brought out.

The NCERT would be grateful for any comments, suggestions and criticisms on any
aspect of the present volume,

SHIB K MITRA

Director

National Council of

Educational Research and Training

New Delhi
August 1980






Preface to the First Edition

History forms a part of an undiversified curriculum 1o general education for the
first ten years of schooling. The course i history up to this stage 1s, therefore, aimed
at acquainting the pupil with important trends and developments in the-history of India
and of the world. The courses at the ‘plus two’ stage have been framed keepingin
view the foundations to be laid during the ten years of general education Their main
purposes are to broaden and deepen the historical knowledge of the pupil, to introduce
him to the rigours of the disciplinc, and to prepare him for higher academic studies 1n
the subject. \

The courses in history at the ‘plus two’ stage which have been framed by the Editorial
Board are the results of discussions with teachers, teacher-educators and experts. Pre-
sently the Board is engaged 1n preparing four textbooks for the foyr semester courses
in history. The syllabus includes optional courses on the history of regions outside
India, and textbooks on these courses would be propared when these courses aro intro-
duced in schools.

The present volume covering the coursa for the first semester deals with the history
of ancient India from prehistoric times to about the eighth century. An effort has been
made in this book to highlight the forces and factors behind the mso and spread of
civilization and culture in [ndia rather than present details of dynastic history. The
growth and diffusion of various aspects of civilization such as social classes, state
formation, and political institutions have been treated cleerly. The book points out
the sigmficant changes and marks the main stages 1n the development of Indian society
in ancient times Attention has been paid to the centribution of ancient Indians to
polity, art, literature, philosophy, religion, and science and technology.

The Editorial Board 1s grateful to Professor R, S, Sharma for undertaking the writing
of this book The Board also sincerely thanks all the other persons for their help in
connection with the publication of this book :

SATISH pﬂANDIIA
New Delhi Chairman

July 1977 . : History Bditorial Board -
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CHAPTER 1

The Importance of Ancient Indian History

The study of ancient Indian history is impor-
tant for several reasons, It tells us how, when and
where people developed the earliest cultures
in our countiy, It indicates how they started
agriculture which made life secure and settled.
It shows how the ancient Indians discovered and
utilized natural resources, and how they created
the means for their livelihood We come to know
how they took to farmung, spinning, weaving,
metal-working, and so on; how they cleared
forests, and how they founded villages, cities,
and finally large kingdoms. )

People are not considered civilized unless
they know writing The different forms of writing
prevalentin India today are all derived from the
ancient scripts This is also true of the langua-
ges that we speak today The languages we use
have roots 1n ancient times, and have developed
through the ages. .

Ancient Indian history is interesting because
India proved to be a crucible of numerous races.
The pre-Aryans, the Indo-Aryans, the Greeks,
the Scythians, the Hunas, the Turks, etc., made
India their home. Each ethnic group contributed
its mite to the making of Indian culture All
these peoples mixed up so inextricably with one
another that at present none of them can be
. identified in their original form

India has since ancient times been the land of
several religions Ancient India witnessed the
birth of Hinduism, Jamism and Buddhism, but
all these cultures and religions intermingled and
acted and reacted upon one another in such a

manner that though people speak
languages, practise different religic
observe different social customs, th
certain common styles of life throug
country. Our country shows a deep u
unity in spite of great diversity.
The ancients strove for unity. The
upon this vast subcontinent as one |
name Bharatavarsha or the land ol
was given to the whole country, after
of an ancient tribe called the Bharata
people were called Bharatasantat: or tl
dantsof Bharata Ourancient poets, ph
and writers viewed thecountry as an nf
They spoke of the land stretching fron
alayas to the sea as the proper domain
universal monarch The kings who trie:
lish their authority from the Himala
Cape Comorin and from the vallk
Brahmaputra in the east to the land t
Indus tn the west were universally pra
were called chakravartins, This kind «
unmity was attained at least twice. In
century B C Asoka extended his or
the whole country, except for the extn
Again, in the fourth century A.D. San
carried his victorious arms from the
the borders of the Tamil Land. In t
century the Chalukya king, Pulakesi
Harchavardhana who ‘was called t!
the whole of north India. In spite
political unity political formations a
country assumed more or less the s.



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































